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Trump was 
talked out 
of firing 
Mueller, 
say sources 


BY MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
ordered the firing last June of 
Robert Mueller, the special 
counsel overseeing the Russia 
investigation, according to 
four people told of the matter, 
but ultimately backed down 
after the White House counsel 
threatened to resign rather 
than carry out 
the directive. 

The West 
Wing confron- 
tation marks 
the first time 
Trump is 
known to have 
tried to fire the 
special counsel. 
Mueller 
learned about the episode in 
recent months as his investi- 
gators interviewed current 
and former senior White 
House officials in his inquiry 
into whether the president 
obstructed justice. 

Amid the first wave of news 
reports that Mueller was ex- 
amining a possible obstruc- 
tion case, the president began 
to argue that Mueller had 
three conflicts of interest that 
disqualified him from over- 
seeing the investigation, two 
of the people said. 

First, he claimed that a 
dispute years ago over fees at 
Trump National Golf Club in 
Sterling, Va., had prompted 
Mueller, the FBI director at 
the time, to resign his mem- 
bership. 

The president also said 
Mueller could not be impartial 


me 


Robert 
Mueller 
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President Trump offers a path to 
citizenship for 18 million in DACA. 7A 


LOCAL 


BOOST FOR 
RIVERFRONT? 


Mayor Darrell Steinberg 
wants to use up to $20 
million of hotel taxes to 
spruce up the banks of 
the Sacramento River. 1B 


CAPITOL & CALIFORNIA 


LAWMAKER'S 
LEAVE EXTENDED 


The Senate Rules 
Committee votes to keep 
Tony Mendoza, accused 
of harassment, on leave 
for up to 60 days. 3A 


Brown warns of risks 
from nukes, climate 


HECTOR AMEZCUA hamezcua@sacbee.com 


Gov. Jerry Brown said Thursday, “Our world, our way of life, our system of governance - all are at immediate and genuine risk. Endless new 
weapons systems, growing antagonism among nations, the poison in our politics, climate change. All of this calls out for courage ...” 


Governor’s final State of State speech condemns 
poisonous politics, urges stronger leadership 


BY CHRISTOPHER CADELAGO 
AND ALEXEI KOSEFF 


ccadelago@sacbee.com 


ov. Jerry Brown 

warned about the risk 

of nuclear ruin, envi- 

ronmental catastro- 
phe and political poison, declar- 
ing in a sweeping speech Thurs- 
day that existential threats to 
the planet would require more 
engagement from U.S. and glo- 
bal leaders. 

In his 16th and final State of 
the State address, Brown barely 
mentioned President Donald 
Trump and ignored his liberal 
state’s jousting with the federal 
government. Like his prede- 
cessors, he instead cast Cali- 
fornia as an exceptional place 
built on generations of dreams 
and perseverance, emphasizing 
his role with the Legislature to 
claw back from the brink of 


Anne Gust Brown, California’s first lady, applauds Gov. Jerry Brown as 
he delivers his final State of the State address. 


financial ruin. With just a year 
left in office, Brown also deliv- 
ered an animated defense of 
signature projects under attack. 


The Democratic governor, 
who took the rostrum to an 
extended standing ovation and 
chants of “Jerry! Jerry! Jerry!” 


cited a decision earlier in the 
day by the science and security 
board of the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists to move the 
minute hand of the Doomsday 
Clock 30 seconds closer to ca- 
tastrophe. At 2 minutes to mid- 
night, the clock is now as close 
as it was at the height of the 
Cold War in 1953, Brown said. 

“Our world, our way of life, 
our system of governance - all 
are at immediate and genuine 
risk. Endless new weapons sys- 
tems, growing antagonism 
among nations, the poison in 
our politics, climate change,” 
Brown said. “All of this calls out 
for courage, for imagination and 
for generous dialogue.” 

Brown has witnessed and 
delivered year-opening speech- 
es in the Assembly chamber 
going back nearly six decades. 
There was the 20-year-old semi- 
narian watching his dad, the late 
Gov. Pat Brown, present his first 
inaugural address in 1959, and 
the 36-year-old Brown being 
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Pumping proposal divides 
state again over water delivery 


BY DALE KASLER 
AND RYAN SABALOW 


dkasler@sacbee.com 


They gathered this week at 
Sacramento’s federal building 
on Capitol Mall, carrying protest 
signs and vowing to resist the 
Trump administration’s plan to 
pump more of Northern Cali- 
fornia’s water through the Delta 
to the southern half of the state. 

The government “wants to 
suck our lifeblood dry,” said 


Noah Oppenheim, leader of a 
group representing commercial 
fishermen. An ally hoisted a 
sign that said, “Don’t pump the 
Delta to extinction.” Dania 
Rose Colegrove, a Hoopa Valley 
Tribe member, said the Trump 
proposal would suck more water 
from the Trinity River, a place 
her tribe considers sacred, to 
keep wealthy farmers’ crops 
growing hundreds of miles 
south. 

The scene couldn’t have been 


more different the following 
night in Los Banos, on the west 
side of the San Joaquin Valley, 
where farmers gathered at a 
community center to voice their 
support for the Trump adminis- 
tration’s proposal. They see it as 
Trump making good on a 
campaign promise in Fresno in 
2016, when he derided efforts 
to “protect a certain kind of 
3-inch fish” - the nearly extinct 
Delta smelt - and promised to 
bring more water through the 


Delta to agriculture. 

“T finally have some opti- 
mism,” said Mitch Coit, a grow- 
er in the Los Banos area. 

Nothing sharpens the political 
divide in California like a fight 
over water. Just before New 
Year’s, the U.S. Bureau of Ad- 
ministration announced it 
would try to “maximize water 
deliveries” to the agricultural 
districts that belong to the fed- 
eral government’s Central Val- 
ley Project. A series of public 
comment hearings this week, in 
Sacramento, Los Banos and 
Chico, illustrated the vast gulf 
between the warring factions. 

In Sacramento on Tuesday, 
nearly three-dozen environ- 
mentalists, tribal representa- 
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